King’s Heath Business Review 1912
The society obtained a copy of the South Birmingham and District Illustrated Review for 1912.  The entries for King’s Heath are reproduced within this document and this gives a snapshot of the commercial life within the suburb.  King’s Heath had become part of Greater Birmingham in 1911 and according to the Review had become the second largest city in the British Empire.
The early part of the 20th century, before The Great War, was considered by some to be a golden age.  Major events in Birmingham, such as the opening of the Elan Valley water supply in 1904 and The University of Birmingham in 1909 by Edward V11 and Queen Alexandra, would have been witnessed by citizens of King’s Heath who at the time were not part of the city but who got their utilities such as gas, water, electricity and tram service from the city.
The Review gives a view of a lost world as many of the men and boys who worked in the retail trade in King’s Heath were to perish in The Great War.
Bob Blackham April 2020       
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W. Baker, The Enterprise, General
Drapery and Outfitting Stores, 109,
High Street.—Perhaps the most suitable
praise we can bestow upon the conduct and

general drapery establisl-
ME Walter Daker, gt 109
High Street, King's Heath, at it tho
oughly justifies its name * The Enterprise,”
for there is certainly no business of iis
character in the area of South Birmingham
conducted on more modern methods, or with
moreexperienced ability and encrgy
result of which is apparent in the rapidl
growing popularily among all cla
community. The business was founded
sixteen years ago, and came into the posses-
sion of the present proprietor about two
years back, since which time its progress (as
indicated above) has been most marked
The premises occupied form one of the
both conspicuous and attraciive.
three excellent show-windows wh
always dressed in the best taste. The shop,
show and stock rooms, into which the
premises are divided, afford every conveni-
ence that experience can suggest for comfort-
able shopping. partments include
general, household, furnishing, and fancy
draper; tock i replete with
the newest and most fashionable goods Tlere
we find the very best assortment of liners,
calicocs, sheetings, Indies dress malerials,
blouse and skirt materials, curtains tapestries
carpets, rugs, linos, floorcloths, &c., while
the fancy branches are represented by the latest noveliies pro- | important branches of business outlined. We may add that the
curable. A special department is that devoted 1o ladies' and | service extended by an adequate and experienced staff of assis
children's outiitting, underclothing, Losiery, gloves, &e., and no | ants—selected with care and judgment by the proprietor—is
better assortment can be seen at any subirban establishment. 'always courteous and prompt, however small the purchase, and
In each line Mr. Baker offers the best advantages in both quality [‘we have no hesitancy in predicting for this establishment a con-
and price to all customers, and we count it a distinet boon to the |siderably higher regard in the estimation of all who appreciate
ladies of King's Heath and district that they have such an | honourable and enterprising trading. Mr. Daker pays pers
establishment from which to draw supplics in the necessary and I'and unremitting attention to all details of the business.

T. G. Wyrley Birch, Auctioneer, Valuer, Estate and

@ (@ Insurance Agent, Offices : 83a, High Street. Salerooms
2 @ 19, Alcester Road.Teleplon: South grams
‘% & | Wrley Birch, King's Heath."—Branches: Tus PovTway, Near
® @& Auvecnvron; Pack Honss Homsr, Hoixwoon; axp Rep Lios

Hore, swoon ; also at Mosgiey.—Mr. T, G. Wyrley Birch
upies & very prominent position in King's Heath as an
auctioneer, valuer, estate and insurance agent, his business
being the oldest established in this line in the district. He
conduets sales by auction of every deseription of land and house

® @ property, goodwills, stocks-in-trade, machinery, furniture effects,
® {§) &, and those placing commissions in his hands can be sure of
24 [@)  ohtaining the best results. He manages estates, collects rents,
&) ) and undertakes the lotting of property of all descriptions, brin

ing to bear the best experience in these branches of the business,
and us a general valuer, for transfer, sale, morigage, or probate,
iis services are esteemed by  wide circle, because the utmost
reliance can be placed in his ability and fairess. In the insur-
ance branch he eflects insurances against fire, life, accidents,
workmen's compensation, burglary, plate-glass,live stock,driver's

@8 risk. third party risks, and fidelity guarantees, using only first-
@ cliable offices, and clients may always depend upon

and counsel. His offices are situated at 831, High

X

(@ Street; the salerooms at 49, Alcester Road, and he has branch
fices at Alvechureh, Hollywood. Barlswood, and Noseley. His
Telephone South, and Telegraphic address * Wyrley

Me. T. G. Wreiey Bxcx Bireh, Kings Heath
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Margaret Campbell, High-class Mil
ter Road, (2 doors from Addison Road)—Eve

er, 57, Alces-
ne will admit

that all the ordinary branches of business are most capably and
admirably represented in King's Heath, and particularly is this
the case in that of first-class millinery, of which Miss Margaret
Campbell is admittedly an eminent exponent. This lady con-

ducts an establishment at No.
Addison Road), which is fami
appreciated by, the be:

Aleester Road, (two doors from
r to, and evidently highly
circles of patronage in King's Heath

and district, for a capital connection is attached which s steadily
improving. With such an establishment at hand there is
certainly no excuse for ladies to journey to the centre of the
city in search of superior styles. Miss Campbell has premises
comprising an attractively appointed shop, stock and workrooms.
The former has one good window for display, and the dressing
of this is frequently considered a veritable work of art. The
stock maintained embraces all the latest and most exclusive
creations (London and Parisienne) in hats for young ladies and
matrons, while the selection of trimmings—feathers, flowes

bons, &c.—is sufficiently varied to please the most fastidious
Originality and refinement is aimed at by the proprietress in
catering for all customers, and it cannot be denied that excep-
tional success has been achieved. Mourning orders are made up
on the shortest notice. A very competent staff of assistants

work under the personal supervision of Miss Campbell,

Mz, Warer Cowe:

Walter Cowen, M. ssociate Royal Sanitary Insti-
tute), Sanitary and Hot Water Engineer, High Street.
Telephone No. South 25.—In every large community the plumb-
ing and hot water fitting of necessity are among t
important branches of business, and in this connection Mr

W. J. Cotton & Sons, High-class Bakers and
Conlectioners, Heathfield Road Bakery.—The residents
of King's Heath and district are fortunate with regard to their
bread and confectionery supply, for in no suburb of Birmingham
are there to be found establishments of this character conducted
Walter Cowen has long held an eminent position. Tt is 00 | on more experienced and enterprising lines. Among the number
exaggeration to state that there is probably no one  this side of | we can unhesitatingly include that of Messrs. W. J. Cotton &
Birmingham who enjoys a higher reputation for skilful and | Sons, Heathfield Road Bakery—a concern that has made exceed-
sound workmanship. At the address named he occupi ingly rapid progress in general favour since its founding six
modious premises comprising shop and stores, with workshops | years ago. Here it may be interesting to mention that the
at the rear having a separate entrance from Poplar Road. He | principal -Mr. W, J. Cotton- possessesa long practical acquaint.
maintains a heavy stock of copper tubes and ings for hot | ance with the needs of the district, having been for 21 years
water apparatus for the most up-to-date system of domestic | with Nixon & Co., High Street, King's Heath, prior to com-
supply and heating, also sanitary appliances of every description | mencing on his own account. The premises in occupation in
of best quality, and all accessories, in fact, a full range of | Heathfield Road comprise a well-appointed shop, exceptionally
specilities in each branch to allow of the prompt execution of | clean and attractive in appearance ns befits this class of trade,
all rders. Bverything in connection with the fixing of hot and | 8.8 substantially built bakery and fiour stores, Sables, ¢, ot
cold water connections, sanitary arrangements, and general trably Grintiden etRlihaen ik o prodace ali
property repairs is undertaken by Mr. W. Cowen, and he gives | kinds of plain and fancy bread and general confectionery, and
constant employment to a number of skilied hands, available for | make a speciality of superior pork pics, which are s
any distance. He has been entrusted with important contracts | high reputation. They elaim to use foné but the very best and
such as Hollymoor Asylum, all the external and internal plumb- | purest ingredients in all their productions, thus ensuring the
ing work, hot and cold water, fire mains and appliances, &c.; | highest nutrition, digestibility, and uniform excellence.

the Ear ‘and Throat Hospital, Edmund Street, Birmingham

New Lamp Depot for Birmingham Corporation ;' New Mortuary | Daily deli
for Birmingham ; New Police Station. Digbetli; Fire Station, | radius being covered and a capital family connection being
Harborne ; also Grove Road, Sladefield Road, and several other | constantly augmented. Well-deserved recommendation evident-
sides several large contracts in London and Provinces. | ly plays a large part in building up this firm's trade, and for this
vices are in constant requisition by property owners, | reason it is safe to predict that Messrs. Cotton can look forward
&e. We should mention that he has a depot in [to a far larger measure of success. We may mention that
Birmingham' The various branches of the business have his | Messrs. Cotton were awarded a silver medal in open competition
personal supervision, and one can with the utmost confidence | at Bristol Exhibition in May, 1912, for Hovis bread, and previous
dict the steady development of & concern so_admirably | to this two diplomas of merit had been gained in both white and
managed. Mr. Cowen has filled the office of President of the | Hovis bread. These awards amply prove the excellence of the
Institute of Plumbers of Great Britain and Ireland. ‘productions of this firm

most

s are made by particularly smart vans, a wide
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H. Bliss Hill, General Ironmonger, 110, High |requirements of the community, and is able to distinguish the
Street.—The general ironmongery establishment of Mr. I1. Bliss | most reliable manufacturers from whom to draw supplies.  His
11ill, at 110, High Street, is a most convenient and vseful one to | stock is consequently up-to date and marked at the lowest com-
the residents of King's Heath, and certainly has claim to prom- | petitive prices, while it also includes all the lines appertaining
inent notice here, for it is one of, if not the oldest in the district. | o the trade, prominent amang them being hollow-ware of every
The business has been founded about thirty years, and was | description, cutlery, tools, brassfoundery, lamps, and. garden
taken over by the present proprietor about fourieen years back. | requisites, also gus fittings and act s. such as burners
At this time it was located on the corner of Silver Street, but | mantles and glasses both of the upright and inverted type. . An
seven years ago it was removed to the large and convenient | important agency is held for the smokeless sporting cartridges
premises now occupied. These include a spacious shop and the | and gunpowder of Curtis & Harvey Lid.  China and glass is
necessary stock and sto modation. Mr. Hill's experience | another branch represented by a good selection of goods, and we
in the trade extends ov years, which gives him many | may add in conelusion that Mr. Bliss Hill has gained the respect

he 'is familiar with the special | of alt with whom he has had dealings.

| best commercial features of the district. They comprise offices,
shop, order and sample rooms, and are extensive at the rear in
| stores and bottling department — the entrance to the latter being
from Grange Road. In arrangement it is cvident they aflord
every convenience for carrying on o onally brisk trade.
With regard to the departinents of the husiness, Mr. Jordison
ues a general price list, which shows he supplies the very
finest brands of wines and spirits, representing {he leading
| British and foreign productions, and no one shows customers
wider range of choice. He is sole agent aud importer for the
| noted champagnes of Gabriel Delaporte and Jules Valmerin &
Co., and has a special selection of superior vintage ports of 1887,
| 1890, 1896 and 1900. He supplies ales and stout in cask or
bottle, and the following noted breweries are represented
ss & Co., Whitbread's, Guinness's, Worthington's, Win. Mc
Ewan & Co. Biinburgh Ales Mitchells and Lutlers (this firm's
2 5 amily ales being a speciality), also Wrexham, St. Pauli, Jacobs,
A. A. Jordison, Ale, Wine, Spirit, Cigar and Mineral | und Allsops Lager beer
Water Merchant, Offices and Stores: corner of High|  Thompson's sweet or dry Hereford and Devonshire cider is
Street and Grange Road.—Telephone ) And | supplied in 4! gallons and upwards, also sparkling champagne
at 95, Hion Sramsr, Harbors—No review of leading commer- | Gider in bottle, while the leading mineral wator makers. ore
Cinl énterprises in King's Heath would be complete without | comprised in the list of firms represente in this line
prominent and special mention of the business carried on A very considerable trade is also done in ciga
M, A. A. Jordison, who has a wide reputation as a representative | noisseurs will not find a better selection of goods an
of the trade in ales, wines, spirits, cigars, &, in fact we can say | Birmingham
that this gentleman occupies a high and deserved position as We hardly need to say—considering the trade done—that
one of the leading and best exponents of this important branch | Mr. Jordison offers the very best advantages in price to all
of trade in Birmingham and district. His business is old estab- | cus‘omers. e has excellent conveyances for delivery regularly
lished, and its development to its present commanding position | to all parts of Birmingham and district.
has been the direct result of the most enterprising methods | By all who know him Mr. Jordison is highly esteemed for
coupled with a persistent endeavour to serve the best interest of | his estimable and personal business qualifications. It may be
customers. interesting to mention that in the carly and middle nineties |
Mr. Jordison's premises in High Street, King's Heath, form | was widely known us a racing cyelist, and possess
a conspicuous corner to Grange Road, and ' constitute one of the | numerous and valuable collection of prizes

and con-
where in
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Sidney T. Strong, Coal and Coke Merchant,
Station Wharl. Telephone No. 307 South.—Also at 36,
Woonnuipas Rosn, MosLey.—On the south side of Birmingham
one of the best known names associated with the coal trade
is that of Mr. Sidney T. Strong, whose head office is at Station
Whart, King's Heath. This gentleman bas been engaged in the
trade for  good number of years, and has won a leading and
eminent position by methods of business characterised by keen
enterprise and an carnest desire to serve the best interosts of
customers. No one in the trade has better facilities for obtain-
ing supplics from the prineipal Midland coalficlds, and if
nocessary from Sonth Wales for anthracite coal, than Mr. Strong,
and consequently he is able to compete in price and quality
With any firm for any quantity cart, truck, or boat load. He
Suppliea all kinds of household conla and manufacturing fuel,
including best deep coal, best deep cobbles, large H.P. coal, H P!
Tonster, range cobbles, bakers' muts, gas coke, beans, rough slack,
&e. M. Strong owns a number of excellent horses and carts
for district delivery, and orders can be_deliver n the
utmost promptitude. Orders for works fuel are execnted by
truck or boat load direet to any part of Birmingham and distri
Mr. Strong has contracts running for the Birmingham Corpor-
hools and other departments, and prior to the enlarge-
ineat of the City he had all the tontracts under the King's
Norton and_ Northficld District Council. He naturally
himsolf on having been able to supply the whole of the schools
of Birmingham and his regular customers during the late strike.
He owns o farm at Wythall where he is a noted breeder of Shire
horses, having gained prizes at the Roal Agricultnral and other
shhows in. various parts of the country. Mr. Strong is well
known in the trade as a most estimable and enterprising business

ed

The Eclipse Boot Making and Repairing Co., 267,
Alcester Road. AlsoatSux Strrer, Bieaixenas — Proprietor
Mg H. Daw.—The Eclipse Boot Making and Repairing Company
of which Mr. Daw is the enterprising proprietor, was established
in Sun Street about ten years ago, and is a particularly well-
known and_popular concern in this populous locality. Last
August (1911) the business was opened at 267, Alcester Roa

King's Heath, and the venture has proved a most nseful addition
to the commercial establishments of this growing neighbour-
hood. It is receiving a moat gratifying measure of support from

| all classes of the community, a result than which no better proof
Could be given of the auality and excellence of the work turned
Gut. The premises at Alcester Roud occupy & prominent corner
position and hive tavo excellont windows, The Ticlipss Company
Inake overy deacription of boots and shoes o measure for ludics,
Kentlemen or children, and anyone requiring a perfect and

fit cannot do better thin plauce an order lere

the materials used and tho goneral workmunship and

inish
these could not possibly be improved upon, and for all classes of

work the prices charged are extremely moderate. The repairing
department is conducted on the same admirable lines and all
orders are punctually and prompily executed. The Company
also do a capital trade as leather and grindery merchants,
supplying every requisite for the trade.

E.J. Thursfield, Wholesale and Retail Tobacconist,
131 and 83, High Street.—This gentleman has been
engaged in the wholesale and retail tobacconist trade a good
number of years, and has built up a wide connection. At both
establishménts, 131 and 83, High Street, the stock held ie
exceptionally large and well assorted, and smokers can be sure
of obiaining any particular brand of fobacco,cigars, o cigureiies
they may require. All kinds of smokers’ requisites are also held
in great variety, pipes, pouches, cigar and cigarette cases, &,
and the very best valus ib offered in'cach line.  Mr. Thuraield
does in capital wholesale trade, being able to offer the best terms
to shopkeepers and others, while in the retail department his
prices are as keen as can be found in the City or suburb,

Vienna House, for Millinery, Fancy Drapery, &c.,
Alcester Lane's End.— At Alcester Lane's End, one of the
most._conspicuous business establishments is that known as
Vienna House, the business carried on comprising milliner
fancy drapery, and ladies’ and children’s outfitting. Since its
commencement this enterprise has attracted an important and
| influential share of patronage, and we have no hesitation in
saying that its future success is a foregone conclusion. The
proprietress carries on the business on just those lines to ensure
1ts popularity among all sections of the community. The prem-
ises are very commodious, and the shop has two excellent show-
windows for making an_ atiractive display. Specialities are
made of the latest millinery in all styles for ladies, girls, and
| children ; also of the latest novelties in smart and up-to-date
blouses, corsets, hosiery, gloves, haberdashery, flowers, feathers,

ilks, and every description of underwear and outfitting
Eoods for ladies and children, very special attention being paid
to servant's requisites. The pricés are extremely moderate in
each department, and this fact, combined with the oxcellent
attention given 0 all customers i3 causing the establishment to
De highly recommende
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SOUTH BIRMINGHAM

And District Illustrated Business Review.

Descriptive sketches of Business Establishments at
Sparkbrook, Sparkhill, Camp Hill, Moseley Road,
Moseley, and King’s Heath.

Pioto by . ST. PHILIP’S, BIRMINGHAM. Watlage & Gilkett, B'ham,

PRICE ONE SHILLING.

CAPE HILL PRESS, HUME STREET, SMETHWICK.
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bistorical and General Information.

will secure the honour again in the near future,
Bill is now being put forward to create
ely that

for

RRING to the passing of the Greater
Birmingham Bill last year, which made | Birmingham will for long retain the precedence so
the Midland Capital the second largest |recently gained over the Scottish city
€359 city in the Dritish Empire, with the|  Under the provisions of the Greater Birmingham
LR largest municipality and by far the most | Bill the enlarged city now inclu

&/ extensive poor law authority, it may | Aston Manor, and the areas of the District Councils
be interesting to recall the fact that Glasgow formerly | of Handsworth, Erdington, King's Norton (with the
ed this distinction, and in all probability | exception of the extreme rural portion), Yardley, and

a Greater Glasgow. It is, therefore, unli

the Borough of
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Quinton. The area of Birmingham was increased }
threefold—from 13,477 acres to 43,537 &5 the
population went up from over half-a-million to

878,000 ; and the advance in the rateable value was

from £2,970,553 to £4,340,017. With its 43,537 acres
Birmingham is in point of area three times the size |
of Manchester, Liverpool, and Belfast. ‘I'he length
of Greater Birmingham at its extreme points is
thirteen miles—from Rubery or Rednal, near the
Lickey Hills, to the most northern point of the en-
larged city, the Roman Catholic College at Oscott.
The five districts absorbed (without including
Quinton) with the population, acreage and rateable

STRATFORD ROAD (f

value are as follows :—

Population,  Acveage.  Rateable Value.
Aston Manor 86,000 960 3
lington 34,000 4630
Handsworth 73,000 3.637
King's Norton 88,000 13,217
Yardley 60,000 )

The Corporation of Birmingham consists of a
Lord Mayor, thirty Aldermen, and ninety Councillors, |-
and the City is divided into thirty Wards. The |
water, gas, and electric lighting undertakings, also | :
the tramway system, are under the control of the |
Council.
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KING’S HEATH. ¢
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King’ about three-and-a-half miles

south fr of Birmingham, and is two-

and-a-ha from King’s Norton ; it is con-

sidered to be very h hily situated, and this fact

no doub? Ia

for its popularity. Like

Moseley, it has intage of possessing ample
) g I g

to the city, t here being a

S= e %

1 Railway, thegrains being

is also a splendid service of

and cheap n

station here

numerous, while
trams.

us denominations
s Heath. ‘The Church
us edifice, erected about

here are also a Baptist
, and Wesleyan Chapel.
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An important and popular centre for

ucational and

ocial purposes is to be
noted in the Ki
titute, wi
veniently

Heath and Moseley

i is centrally and con-
ituated, and can boast of a
very successful career since its inaugur-

n in 18

The building was the
gift of the late Joseph Henry Nettlefold,
Esq, and has admirably effected the

ects for which it was intended.

The Cemetery at Drandwood End

s an area of thirty-one acres; it was
ed in 1899.
Fifty years

go King's Heath was

tically an isolated and un
1ge, while at the present ds

wportant
it can

st of a large and increasing popula-
n. High Street is the

ading thor-
ghfare, and is lined with a very fine

¥ of business establishments, and has a thriving |

busy appearance. The boundaries are being

tinually extended, and the

any improvements
have been effected during recent years have
tion

bly tended to bring King's Heath into

sminence, and to enhance its attractions as
e of residence.

ALDERMEN AND COUNCILLORS.

Aldermen and Councillors for the districts

lows :—

STRATFORD ROAD (from near Springheld Road)

Heati Wakn.

Rd., Edgbaston.
Alcester Road, King’s Heath.
Siward James, 27, Mayfield Road, Moseley.

W. I1. Lord, 14, Oxford Road, Moseley.

MoSELEY

axp Ki

Sir Hallewell Rogers, Kt., Sir Harry
F. L. Gibbs, 231,

SPARKBROOK WARD.

Alderman J. S. Pritchett, Hill Top, Parson’s Hill,

Kir Norton.
G. F. Harper, Pinehurst, Summer Road, Acocks Green.
A. F. Lovatt, 54, Middleton Hall Road, King's Norton,
F.S. Jukes, 134, Middleton Hall Road, King's Norton.

Warp,

RKHILL

couxelL

HOUSE, SPARKHILL

Arthur Blackha
Green Lane, Sparkhill.

AL W. Heath, 72, Salisbury Rd., Moseley.
R. Nicklin, 440, Stratford Road.
J. 1. Plater, 623, Stratford Road.

Showell

MAGISTRATES.

Birmingham City
dent in the district

Magistrates resi
e as follow

A. Baker, Strensham Hill, Moseley.

W. F. Beston, Gladstone Rd., Sparkbrook
A. Chamberlain, Moor Green Hall

A. Chamberlain, Jun., Moseley.

1. Chamberlain, M.P., Highbury

N. Chamberlain, Moor Green
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